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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, nnay a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 2, 14-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding Claim 2, the claim recites functional language, and the corresponding 
structure to support this is not clearly recited. Correction is required. 

Regarding Claim 14, there is no recited structural and functional relationship 
between the "sound board" and the rest of the recited subject matter. Correction is 
required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the International application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1,2.4-9,1 1-15,17-22 are rejected (to the extent understood) under 35 



U.S.C. 102(e) as being fully met by Qian et al (USPGP 2002/0189429). 
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Qian discloses a portable digital music player which comprises microphone 70, 
music generation device 90, processing unit 95,100, and headphone 100. 

Claims 1-6,8-12,14-22 are rejected (to the extent understood) under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being fully met by Stevenson (USP 6737570). 

Stevenson discloses an interactive personal audio device which comprises a 
microphone 70, music generation device 70, processing unit 45, and headphones 46. 

Claims 1-6,8-12,14-22 are rejected (to the extent understood) under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being fully met by Ng (USP 6328570). 

Ng discloses a portable karaoke unit which comprises a microphone 144, music 
generation device 210, processing unit 250, and headphones. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7,13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Stevenson. 

Stevenson (applied here in a similar manner as above) discloses all features 
recited, but does not explicitly disclose the second microphone / receiving the third 
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audio input as recited. It has been held that the mere duplication of working parts does 
not constitute nonobviousness (In re Harza, 274 F.2d 669, 124 USPQ 378 (CCPA 
I960)). It would have been obvious to modify the teachings of Stevenson accordingly, 
so as to allow for more simultaneous users of the Stevenson device. 

Claims 7,13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ng. 

Ng (applied here in a similar manner as above) discloses all features recited, but 
does not explicitly disclose the second microphone / receiving the third audio input as 
recited. It has been held that the mere duplication of working parts does not constitute 
nonobviousness (In re Harza, 274 F.2d 669, 124 USPQ 378 (CCPA I960)). It would 
have been obvious to modify the teachings of Ng accordingly, so as to allow for more 
simultaneous users of the Ng device. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Yi et al (USP 6407325), Pavel (USP 4412106), Tubman et al 
(USP 5820384), Lee (USP 6278048), Strother (USPGP 2004/0208328). are further 
cited to show related teachings in the art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey Donels whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2061 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Martin can be reached on 571-272-2800 ext 37. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding Is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Jeffrey Donels 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2837 



